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Congratulations to our two newest  
Associate Supervisors:  

Rene’ Brandt & Shawn Mai  

They successfully met committees of the 
ACPE Certification Commission 

at the Spiritual Care Collaborative 
“Summit ‘09” in Orlando, Florida  

 

Rene’ (shown above with partner, Andrea Mysen 
and their daughter, Sadie) trained and supervises 
at Advocate in Chicago.    

Shawn supervises at the City of Lakes Consor-
tium CPE Center in Minneapolis.  He trained un-
der the Fairview CPE Center.   

Congratulations also to Kim Goodman 
and Jeanne Hale, who were certified as 
Candidate Supervisors in Minneapolis 
February 27th.  

They, their training supervisors and the committee 
members all braved a major winter storm in order 
for this to happen.  Kim is with the Allina CPE Cen-
ter in Minneapolis and Jeanne is with The Church 
Home at Montgomery Place in Chicago. 

Kim (& baby Katie) Jeanne 

http://www.ncracpe.org
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The ACPE Board of Representatives met in Orlando, prior to the Spiritual Care Collaborative, attended by our 
two reps, Edith Finsaadal and Tim Thorstenson.  The highlights of the board's actions include: 

A workgroup was established to "recommend a process, structure and direction" for addressing current or-
ganizational and financial challenges and cutting the expense of doing the work of ACPE.  We are cur-
rently faced with significantly more expenses than revenue. 

The 2010 Manuals are on track to be approved this coming summer.  Keith Espenshade replaces Jay Foster 
as chair of Standards. 

The Foundation for CPE is up and running, with Deborah Whisnand, a CPE Supervisor, as executive di-
rector.  The current endowment is just under one million dollars.  The 2008 Fund campaign has raised 
$116,000.  All money raised in the current annual fund will go to operating expenses of the FCPE of-
fice.  A joint visioning session of the ACPE and FCPE Boards began to shape a major fundraising ef-
fort.  We will be exploring how to build or buy or rent a new combination headquarters, administrative of-
fice, and retreat and meeting space for ACPE.  Current ACPE administrative office space is inadequate in 
size.  Howell Adams, philanthropist and friend of Stu Plummer (VP of the FCPE Board) announced a do-
nation of $250,000 dollars as seed money for a major gifts campaign.  

The 2010 Annual Conference planning committee will be asked to offer a workshop on writing effective 
curriculum and evaluations. 

The Journal of Pastoral Care has lost two major contributing partners, resulting in a lack of financial vi-
ability.  The board's motion to stop carrying the JPC's debt will likely lead to the demise of the Jour-
nal.   At the same time, the Board voted to maintain its financial commitment and explore other options for 
the publication of research and writing in spiritual care and supervision. 

A feasibility study was approved to explore establishing degree-granting programs for Supervisory CPE. 

The ACPE membership will be actively educated about current financial challenges at regional meetings 
and canvassed for opinions and desires. 

The work of the Supervisory Education Redesign Task Group (SERC) will be used as a primary resource 
in a new effort to address challenges and disparities in supervisory education.   

The ACPE Board of Representatives recognizes that this is a time of great transition and change for our Asso-
ciation and all of us in that we are venturing forth doing things we haven’t done before in terms of fund raising 
and really affirming our spiritual care contributions to a bigger money contributing world.  You are encour-
aged to ask any needed questions, but also to be patient, understanding, and trusting of the process! 

 
Report from NCR Representatives to the ACPE Board of Reps 

 

2009 Sub-region Continuing Education Funds  
  To date Centers in the North Central Region have reported doing 1041.5 student-units in calendar year 2008 broken 
  down as follows:  Dakotas 76.5; Illinois 417; Iowa 78; Minnesota 286; and Wisconsin 184.  $15,000.00 is divided up 
  among the sub-regions as follows:  a base of $1000.00 per sub-region with the remaining $10,000 pro-rated on the  
  number of units completed by the sub-region vs. the total number done by the Region.  2009 amounts are:  

Dakotas $1734.52; Illinois $5003.84; Iowa $1748.92; Minnesota $3746.04; Wisconsin $2766.68 
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Standards Committee, ACPE 
Report to the Membership 

February 19, 2009  

Thanks to the membership for the thoughtful feedback that we received to the past two study documents.  Your 
responses guided our work in Orlando as we move closer to the 2010 edition of Standards and Manuals.  Let 
me address the major items from our meeting, and then discuss time-line moving forward.  

Submission of Theology Paper at Candidacy.

 

     
      Feedback from the membership was that the proposed language in the Certification manual was unclear.              
      Moreover, feedback from the Commission was that voting on the paper would be time consuming and   
      would add challenges to subcommittee.  Therefore, Standards endorsed the value that the theology paper  
      be presented at Candidacy for consultation, but maintain clarity that demonstration of a passing mark for  
     the paper belongs to Readers.  In this way, the students’ process is still accelerated because paper is com 
     pleted earlier and available to send to readers.  

Include in the Certification Manual in the list of written requirements for applicant to submit to each mem-
ber of the committee for appearance for Supervisory Candidate Certification:  
“Theology position paper for consultation only.”      

                            - Approved by board and certification representatives.  

SCC Common Standards

  

Positive feedback from membership on this initiative.   

Standard 312.8 (added to Level II outcomes)  
“Demonstrate awareness of SCC Common Standards”  

- SCC Common Standards will be included as appendix to Standards      
                                                                     - Approved by board.  

Collegiality

  

Positive feedback   

Standard 406.6 - “Demonstrates collegiality.”      
                                                                   - Approved by board.  

Pre-Certification

  

This issue has captured the most energy among membership feedback. In our last study document, Stan-
dards recommended the following:  

401. 2 The function of an SES is limited to levels of student engagement as progressively authorized by a 
primary supervisor from learning  observer and lecturer to course assistant to co-supervision.  

On the one hand, many were pleased that “co-supervision” was included because it kept flexibility in the 
hands of the primary supervisor; others, including representatives from Certification Commission, raised 
significant concern that persons who had not met the Commission (who is charged with authorizing super-
vision) were doing this work.   
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In our deliberation, Standards aimed to balance the following values: first, to maintain clarity of who is au-
thorized to supervised, and that the C Commission has responsibility for that decision; second, to honor the 
discretion and assessment of primary supervisor in creating learning opportunities for SES; finally, when 
there is conflict between the first two values, then to make sure that there is dialogue between that supervi-
sor and Commission.  Standards recommended the following to the Board:  

401.2 The SES is not authorized to supervise CPE students.  The function of an SES is limited to levels of 
practice as progressively authorized by a primary supervisory from learning observation to student engage-
ment.  Time limited exceptions to this standard may be obtained through consultation of the center’s super-
visor(s) with the ACPE Certification Commission Chair.  

The Board heard this recommendation well, and had a fulsome discussion of the issues.  The Board vote 
was split, and the issue was therefore to a work-group of the Board for further deliberation.    

Appendix 19 and the Faculty Ratio

  

The Accreditation Commission, working with a subcommittee of Standards, has vitally reduced the Appen-
dix 19.  Renamed Appendix 5, this document will only be several pages long, and will ask Centers to dem-
onstrate how particular Standards have been addressed in the Student Handbook and during a site visit.  
You will certainly be hearing much more about this from Accreditation—the good news is that this process 
will be clear and simple!  

Accreditation has identified an area in Appendix 19 that was not addressed in Standards per se.  Namely, 
that Standard 303.1 should include a number to define “faculty of sufficient size” by adding the language 
that had been in Appendix 19, but will no longer be in the condensed Appendix 5.  

Proposed wording of Standard 303.1 
“a faculty of sufficient size to fulfill program goals and comprised of persons authorized by ACPE.  
A center’s faculty must include at least one ACPE Associate Supervisor or ACPE Supervisor for 
every 13 full-time equivalent students in CPE.”  

A new short study document coming out very soon to receive your feedback on this issue since it is a sub-
stantive change to Standards.  

Finally, here is an outline of our process moving forward:  

March:         New Study document published, 2.  Response from Board workgroup 
April:   First draft of all completed materials, submitted to Commission Chairs, 
                       and Manual Writing Committee, to edit for accuracy. 
May:     Feedback from Chairs & MWC to Editor 
June 30:   Board Review 
July 15   Board Votes on line 
August:   New Standards and Manuals available on-line.  

Many, many thanks for your attention here, as well as to all members of Standards, the MWC, our Editor 
Jerry Williamson, and to all of you who submitted your feedback.  

Sincerely,   
Jay Foster, Chair   
ACPE Standards Committee 
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It is with great joy and equal amounts of sadness that at 7:45 p.m. Wednesday 
Carl entered into eternal glory and rest.  How deeply Carl cherished each and eve-
ryone of you--his family-friends-colleagues and students.  I thank you all for that 
love returned to us during his illness with notes, phone calls and prayers. 
The strength he upheld during these final days was a testimony for all he was in 
life.  He stood tall, held his head high with eyes looking forward, carrying the flag 
for what he deeply believed.  He was truly a blessing for all of us and a good and 
faithful servant.         

In love,        
Sue 

CPE Supervisor, Carl Towley, who moved to the North Central Region less than a year ago, died January 14th 
of lung cancer at his home in Plymouth, Minnesota. The ACPE community was notified of his death by his 
wife, Sue, who emailed the following:           

Carl Kahrs Mattson Towley, son of Carl and Violet Towley was born 
June 16, 1932 at Swedish Lutheran Hospital in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  

He attended schools in Clearlake WI, Hutchinson and Hopkins, Minnesota, graduating from Hopkins High in 
1950. He matriculated to University of Minnesota and later transferred to Gustavus  Adolphus College gradu-
ating in 1954 with a B.A.  He attended Augustana Theological Seminary in Rock Island, Illinois interning at 
Faith Lutheran Church in Caribou, Maine.  He was ordained by the Augustana Synod in Chautauqua, N.Y. in 
1958 and received a call to Zion Lutheran Church in Superior, WI.  A second call to St. Timothy Lutheran 
Church in Menasha, WI in 1963 preceded his entrance into the Army Chaplaincy where he served for 22 years, 
retiring as a full bird Colonel.  His duty stations include, Republic of South Vietnam, Fort Mead in Maryland, 
Fort Ord in California, Heidelberg and Munich in W. Germany, Walter Reed, Fort Benning, and Tripler Army 
Medical Center in Honolulu, Hawaii. In 1976 he graduated from Princeton Seminary with a Th.M, between 
1983 and 1985 he attended the U.S. War College, 1985  graduated from the American Theological Seminary 
with his Ph.d, and in 1986 graduated from Columbia Theological Seminary with D.Min degree.  

He was certified by the Association for Clinical Pastoral Education in C.P.E. – 1973. The bulk of his profes-
sional life was spent in clinical education.  Upon retiring from the army he directed the Department of Pastoral 
Care, CPE at Berkshire Medical Center in Pittsfield, Massachusetts until moving to Kansas City, MO in 2005 
where he directed the VA CPE program for 3 years retiring to Minnesota in August of 2008. He conducted his 
final CPE class from Oct 08-December 08 at Altru Hospital in Grand Forks, North Dakota.  In 2004 he Incor-
porated the B.R.R.C. (Berkshire Religious Resource Center) a not for profit center that trained students in the 
CPE  process.   

Burial took place at Fort Snelling in Minneapolis at 12 noon on Friday February 6 and Memorial Service fol-
lowed at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Hopkins, Minnesota.  Harlan Ratmeyer and Duane Parker joined 
the local pastor in leading the “Service of Life and Faith in memory of the Rev. Dr. Carl Kahrs Towley” on 
February 6th..  Duane led the liturgy and Harlan gave the homily.  True to form for Harlan, it was both elo-
quent and meaningful.   It was a nice celebration with six hymns (as many 
as 8 verses to some of them), two solos, two instrumentals, and an open-
ing and closing bagpiper, plus holy communion.  Gary Sartain brought 
greetings on behalf of ACPE,  noting that Supervisor Emeritus status had 
been granted to Carl in honor of his log time of service to our organiza-
tion.  Clyde and Pat Burmeister were in attendance, and there was a 
large contingent of family and friends.  Carl’s maternal grandfather or 
great-grandfather had donated the land that the church (Gethesemene Lu-
theran) he was buried in is located on.  Also located on the donated prop-
erty is Chapel View Care Center, a long term care facility that continues 
to be affiliated with the Lutheran Church. 

  

Duane Parker   Harlan Ratmeyer 
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The Region has received written thank you’s from the Foundation for Clinical Pastoral Education for our donations to 
the Annual Fund; from the Wilbur Hughey family for “kind words, caring support, and the flowers”; and from both the 
President and the Chief Development Officer of McCormick Theological Seminary for our gift honoring Homer 
Ashby.  We have also received personal expressions of gratitude from the John Thomas family and from Sue Towley 
for our response at the time of their losses.  Please continue to keep the Hughey, Thomas and Towley families in your 
prayers, as they continue through the painful experience of adjusting their relationships with Wilbur, John and Carl from 
one of presence to one of memory.  

Congratulations to retired supervisors Janet Lutz and Dick Gerber.  An interview with Janet on the 
topic “In a Hospital, There’s No Monopoly on Prayer” was broadcast on National Public Radio’s 
“Morning Edition” in December:   http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyid=98451551

 

Dick had his article “Lessons from the Flying Rock” published in the Winter 2008 edition of   
“The Journal of Pastoral Care & Counseling” (page 395).  

We hear through the grapevine that John Bollinger’s health has improved to the point that he is plan-
ning to supervise a unit of CPE again next summer for LaGrange, a satellite of Elmhurst.  

Congratulations to Fairview SES Kyrre Klevberg who excelled in the Pappy Boisen Fun Run in Or-
lando.  He is so fast that the camera lens speed couldn’t catch up with him afterwards even when he 
was sitting!  Kyrre and his colleague from the Norwegian military, Torstein Holten are at the VA Hos-
pital in St. Cloud with Linda Campbell for three years, as they do supervisory education in a coopera-
tive venture between the two Centers.  

We are saddened to learn that Amy Snedeker continues to struggle as she is being treated for colon 
cancer.  She has a difficult time tolerating the chemotherapy regimes they have tried with 
her due to their side effects,  and is possibly in line for additional surgery.  She writes that 
she is trying to “maintain as much ‘normalcy’ as I can, realizing that I have limits that are 
beyond my control.  I am better when I just accept those limits, rather than judge myself for 
them.  (Duh.)  I continue to be amazed at the care and love I receive from so many people, 
from listening ears and shoulders to cry on to walking Daisy and meals cooked and rides to 
chemo.  I am overwhelmed sometimes.  I thank you for your thoughts and prayers.  They 
are what sustain me on the low days.”  

Please pray that Amy’s own body, medical intervention, and God’s healing hand restore her 
so that she can raise her arms in celebration and joy, just as she did in the picture to the right when she was certified.  
Please also remember her partner, Debbie Patton.   

Please also hold the following in your prayers as well:  

ACPE Chair of Professional Ethics, Robin Brown-Heithco, who is battling an infection following an outpa-
tient procedure that initially required hospitalization followed by several weeks of in-home care. 
Sue Ott-Holland and her husband Jim.  Jim had prostate cancer surgery on March 5th. 
Mark Mallinger , his mother Marie , and their entire family.  Marie had surgery for colon cancer in February 
and it was later determined that their was surrounding lymph node involvement. 
Don Schmauz, as he continues his battle with ALS. 
Emilie Wolf on the death of her brother, Paul, earlier this month.   Emilie will hold a memorial service for 
him in Phoenix, and then will bury him with their parents in Illinois.  Emilie is now 
living in Glendale, AZ, and wishes to be called by the name her family always used:  
“Toni”.  

Jim Winjum will be leaving Carle Foundation Hospital in Urbana, IL in May to begin a new 
position with Altru in Grand Forks, ND.  While we rejoice in the stability this will bring to the 
Dakotas, we are concerned about the decreasing availability of CPE opportunities in central Illi-


