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NCR Mournsthe Loss of Two “ Giants Among Us’

NCR, ACPE and the Pasltoral Care Movement bid a
reluctant farewell to two distinguished elders during
the last two months of 2008. They were men whose
presence among us will be dearly missed. Both John
Thomas and Wilbur Hughey remained active in the
NCR right up to the time of their deaths. Both were
regular attendees with their spouses, Margaret and Ann,
at our regional annual meetings. John was perhaps the
more known because he was the first NCR Regional
Director, served aterm as ACPE President, and did
such extensive work in the area of the histories of
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was also fondly nicknamed “ Johnnie Jump Up”, for his
persistence in rising to bring points of order at regional gatherings. However, the numerous responses re-
ceived in the regional office upon the circulation of the news of Wilbur’s death from CPE Supervisors
around the country who had him as a training supervisor showed how he, too, made a significant contribu-
tionin hisown right. Intestimonial to these two men and their significant contribution to our lives we
sharein total reflections from close colleagues: Jeff Billerbeck’s reflections on John were shared at his
memorial service; Lyle Greiner’sreflectionson Wilbur were sent to the Regional Office with the under-
standing that they would be shared through this venue.

Memorial Service Reflections on the Life of John Thomas
Rev. Jeff Billerbeck
Christ Presbyterian Church,
Madison, Wl 11/28/08

“Telling alife’ s story islike reaching into a granary full of wheat and drawing out a handful. There is dways more to tell
than can be told.” | want to offer one part of that handful from the granary of wheat of John Thomas'slife.

Our lives are the story of our loves. St. John of the Cross reminds us that in the twilight of our lives, our liveswill be
measured by how well we have loved. John'slife is characterized by three loves. love of family; love of church; and
love for pastoral care.

John’s love of pastoral care was born following graduation from McCormick Theological Seminary in 1944. He entered
the U.S. Naval Reserve serving for two years until 1946. Then from 1946 to 1950 he served as chaplain at Cook County
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Hospital becoming certified as a supervisor in 1948 by the Council for Clinical Training. John was again redeployed in
the Korean War asa U.S. Navy Chaplain between 1950 — 1953 with time in the Pacific as a Destroyer Squadron Chap-
lain. Following this he served as chaplain supervisor at Austin State Hospital between 1957 to 1962 and taught part time
in pastoral care at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. John left Texasin 1962 to assume hisrole as a CPE Su-
pervisor at Mendota Mental Health until 1976.

While at Mendota Mental Health, John was part-time Director of the North Central Region from 1966 — 1979, saw the
birth of his beloved Association of Clinical Pastoral Education in 1967, and was elected its seventh president in 1979.
John briefly directed the department of pastoral care at the University of Wisconsin from 1976 — 1978 before returning
once again to Mendota Mental Health in 1978 until hisfirst retirement in 1980. From 1980 until John’'s second retire-
ment in 2002 he served Christ Presbyterian Church as part of its pastoral staff and pastor emeritus. John was activein the
College of Chaplains sinceitsinitial formation under the American Protestant Hospital Association in 1948 serving asits
interim part time executive from 1986 to 1987. John and Howard Clinebell organized the Pastoral Care Network for So-
cia Responsihility in 1984 and became itsfirst president and is now part of the International Pastoral Care Network for
Socia Responsibility.

Clearly, John’s love for pastoral care and chaplaincy was evident throughout his life and ministry. One cannot comb
through the history of the pastoral care movement in the United States without coming across John Thomas' s influence.
His writing, teaching, supervision, organizational leadership, and passion for recording the history of this movement was
simply amazing. In many ways he embodied the phrase: Think Globally, Act Locally, through his involvement on the
international, national, and local scene.

From the Executive Director of the Association of Clinical Pastora Education, The Rev. Dr. Theresa Snorton we have
thesewords: “The ACPE isindebted to Rev. John Thomas for his devoted and tireless service to clinical pastoral edu-
cation and the ACPE.”

John was committed to pastoral care and education. He embraced both with vigor and a
determination to be and to model the best of the profession.

His leadership service, particularly as the 7" ACPE President (1980 — 1981) and most re-
cently as our History Manager (1999 — 2004), speaks volumes of his selfless and giving
spirit. His dedicated efforts to videotaping so many of our past and present leaders have left
us with an enduring historical record of the association he loved so much.

Even when he was no longer able to travel to meetings, John expressed his interest and en-
thusiasm for whatever was happening through his emails. We will miss him in so many
ways! May God bless his family and most of al, may we always be thankful for John Tho-

John & Margaretat ~ mas”
hislast NCR annual
meetingin May of ‘08

Reading from John’s Book of Remembrance aformer U.S. Navy Submarine Squadron
Commander, former Mendota Mental Health CPE chaplain and Episcopal Priest said:

“Thank you John for all your inspiration, encouragement, and especialy your friendship!
FAIR WINDSand FOLLOWING SEAS!”

In hisfinal words St. Paul talks about his death, that the time has come for his departure.
The word departure is a nautical term; suggesting a ship once moored to the shore, now,
the rope flung off, the anchor lifted, the ship moves out of harbor into the wide and bound-
less sea. Once at sea, the ship will now fulfill the possibility of its own being, further ful-
filling the purpose for which it was made.

“...thetime of my departureisat hand. | have fought a good fight, | have finished my
course. | have kept the faith.” (11 Timothy 4:6-7). Jeff Biller beck

May John Thomas's exemplary life of love and service give us strength for the journey and  persistenceto livein
faith. Amen. 5




Further Tributesto John Thomas:

JoAnn O’Rellly: “Studs Terkel died a couple of weeks ago. In my mind, John was to ACPE what Studs was
to Chicago, the Midwest and the nation...a man who knew first hand what was going on in people'slives...a
man who honored and lifted up the ordinary and extraordinary accomplishments of each of us. He will be
missed.”

Barry Britton: “It feelslike the North Central Region has lost its Great Grandfather.”

Barbara Sheehan: “I say ‘Amen’ to our having lost our Great Grandfather -- | think perhaps ACPE has lost
the same.....John will be missed.....our conscious voice and ever present faithful one.”

Dan Duggan: “I will misshim personally. | will aso miss his reminder to be self-aware of our collective
past, its strengths and weaknesses in order to see our options in the present.”

Don Dinsmore: “Whilein seminary in 1965 | spent a unit with John at Mendota State Hospital. | have
countless vivid memories of him and my experience there. He turned me on to CPE and awakened me to
many significant issues within me. | was blessed by his caring and confrontation, his support, integrity, and
candor. Although | couldn't defineit at the time, | knew he had something as a person and professional that |
wanted for myself, and so my life- changing journey began.

John was my first supervisor. He alerted meto the program at UVA where | did my Residency. He was Presi-
dent of ACPE when | was certified as a Supervisor, and signed my certificate. John continued to bless me with
his wisdom and guidance throughout my career.

| am grateful for John's many contributions to me, the Region, and the national organization. |1 commend him,
Margaret, and his family to the continued care and keeping of God.”

Ken Siess: “I feel the need to ‘"join the chorus' (which | usually don't). But John has always had a special
place in my thoughts and memories. | first met him in the early 60's. As a precursor to the ACPE the Council
for Clinical Training and the Institute of Pastoral Care held a couple of join meetingsin New England in the
Fall. Those were rather tense meetings, since the two groups were still rather "suspicious’ of each other. | was
avery young supervisor in the Institute and was rather intimidated by all those experienced guys. (Y es, they
were al guys, as| recall.) | vividly remember that there was only one Council supervisor who talked to me the
whole time and that was John Thomas! | never forgot that! | told john about that on several occasions and he,
of course, didn't remember it. His response was more like "I was only doing what came naturally”. Margaret, is
just like John - gracious, outgoing and optimistic. She and john had both lost their first spouses at arelatively
early age. Since Margaret's first husband was also a Supervisor in the North Central Region, they had known
each other for awhile. I will miss John alot and pray for ongoing strength and peace for

Margaret and their ‘blended’ families.”

Charles Goldsmith: “Those of us who worked with John Thomas in the founding of the North Central Re-
gion remember well al of the vision and work John put into it. He waswilling to invest himself in ways that
raised up the future. | am honored to have known John as a colleague in CPE, and above al as afriend over so
many years. One of things we often did, when we could, was keep alive the stories of the *early days of CPE,
right from its beginning. (I was one of two candidates that met for the first time with the combined Associa-
tion of Clinical Pastoral Education of New England and the group from New Y ork, the Council). It seem like
along story now. God has blessed us, especially to have the memory of John Thomas.”




Reflections on Wilbur Hughey the day after his Funeral
Rev. Lyle Greiner
DesMoines, |A  12/11/08

Three weeks ago my dear friend Wilbur Hughey, his son Stan and | went
pheasant hunting. Wilbur shot two. We were all proud and happy. Y ester-
day, Dec. 10 | went to hisfuneral. | weep as| write this. We will not see
men like him for much longer. Wilbur was a quiet, humble man and | suspect
many don't know his history. He was born and lived in amining shack in
Colorado. Asayouth hetook his horse and lived herding cattle on the upper
range. He worked as professional meat hunter, miner (blaster) in hard rock
mines, and for the national forest service. When the war came he was atall
gunner and flew 38 flights over Europe. He once told me he only landed
twice without new holesin his plane, and twice the planes he was in were so
damaged they just pushed them off the runway into a scrap pile. After the
war he became aDisciple of Christ Minister and then CPE Supervisor. Asa
chaplain he did specialty in ministry to cancer patients and developed skillsin
biofeedback, hypnosis, and being honest, kind, and thoughtful. 1 know that he
served on the old C & A committee and then the regiona Accreditation, be-
cause thirty years ago that iswhere | first met him. Wilbur had alot of loves. Hiswife Ann, who is as effer-
vescent as he was quiet. His children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren. Hiswoodworking. The out-
doors and hunting and fishing. Rock hunting. Laughing and joking. Ministry and teaching adult Sunday
School, CPE, and just being accepting and hel ping people be free to be themselves. After the service aworn
out family let loose of the tensions and laughed together with abandonment. | am sure Wilbur was there and
enjoying the party. God love him, for we sure do also.

Lyle Greiner

His children wrote moving reflections about his
life. One of them said this, "I have been blessed |
with unconditiona love. He has been my /
rock. He has been my beacon. He has been my
lighthouse....for the last fifty years; through
every storm | have weathered, he has been my .
guide to safe waters. But just as the ocean waves =™ &
wear down the rocks on the shoreline....so the
sands of time have worn down his body. My
rock isgone. ....But the light from his spirit still
shines bright in my mind; | know it will still illu-
minate the way to safe waters. From this day
forth it is my time to become the lighthouse
keeper, | invite al of you to become lighthouse
keepers, to allow hislight to illuminate your
shorelines, in thisway hislight will shineon. |
Love you Dad more than | can Express.... Thank R - e s

you." Wilbur with the* lowa Academy”
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From CPE, Larry Shostrom, Bob Green, Inba Inbarasu, Karl Andersen, Max Meyer, myself, and a number of grateful
students attended the service. | expect that by thetime | get to join him he will have all the best hunting spots in the
happy hunting ground scouted out for us.




MINUTES
THE ASSOCIATION FOR CLINICAL PASTORAL EDUCATION
NORTH CENTRAL REGION

BUSINESSMEETING - RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
OCTOBER 23, 2008

Attendees: 32 memberssigned in.

Materialsdistributed to all: Minutes of the 2008 spring meeting, the actual expendituresto 10/21/08 vs.
budget, and the auditor’ s report

Call to Order: Joann O'Rellly called the meeting to order at 1:43 pm.
Member ship approved the agenda
The minutes of the May 18 -20 Business M eeting wer e approved.

Nominations: Nominees were accepted and ballots cast for the following positions:
Bob Green - Accreditation; Osofo Attaand Bill Tallevast — Certification; Janet Labrecque and Laura Kauf-
mann — RANC. Green, Atta, and Kaufmann were elected.

COMMISSION/COMMITTEE/NETWORK REPORTS
The following members presented reports. See reports attached to these minutes

ACPE Board of Representatives— Edith Finsaadal
Key issues: New Generations Project, ACPE Governance Task Force, FCPE, Board Sub Committee for Facilities, D-Min
program for SES candidates.

Recognition: Julian Byrd will receive the 2009 Distinguished Service Award
David Carlson has been granted Supervisor Emeritus

Accreditation Commission — Ellen Swinford
Key Issues: need for help to complete six site visits. Educational Placement sites, complaint policies, ethical policies for
students.

Gary will forward an email from Ellen detailing requirements for each center’s policy for ethical conduct for students.

Standards— Dave Rumbold
Fifty pages of commentsin response to the draft of the new Standards Manual are being reviewed, evaluated, and incorpo-
rated. The expectation isthat it will be completed in time for the Orlando Conference.

Certification:
Congratulationsto Molly Ward from BroMenn Healthcare, a new Associate Supervisor!

REM : no report
There was discussion about the REM unused budgeted 2008 funds.
Moved by Nancy Oshorne,
That the NCR carry the 2008 REM balance into 2009.
Seconded by Edith Finsaadal, and passed.

A friendly Amendment by Ed Foster




That the NCR REM committee be asked to set minimum and maximum guidelines for scholarships to the REM Invitational.
That the minimum and maximum guidelines for scholarships to REM be determined for each applicant.
Secondedby Edith Finsaadal anghssed.

Ethics —no report
History and Research- no report
RANC —no report

Strategic Planning Peter Holland. Peter announced the result of the “snappy vision statement” contest’: Transforming Theologi-
cal Education One Learner at a Time. The committee believes that this vision statement should also be descriptivefiafethe next
years of the NCR. So, there will be a next step in this process. Watch for it.

Regional Director Gary Sartain.

The following are highlights Gary shared of his work on behalf of the region:

e meeting with seminary reps to advocate for a student in a case of mistaken identity resulting from a CPE site criminal
background check.

e involvement with Altru Hospital in their process of transition and commitment to continuing with CPE in the future.

e his letter to the CEO and Administration of Northwestern Hospital in response to their decision to drop their CPE pro-
gram and his conversations with the Accreditation Commission

e his excitement and affirmation for what is happening with our supervisory education process irrétgosig) and the
“host of strong SES students”.

e participation in the fall Accreditation conference call.

Financial Update:
cash flow is positive as unit fees are coming in steadily
expenses are $6500 below income due in part to committee expenses being held down.

AnnouncementCarl Towley has retired to our Region and is interested in doing contract CPE work.

New Business:
Regions are being asked to move funds to the FCPE. The advantage is that this move will provide liability protectioderthat we
currently have.

Moved by Roger Ring
That Gary Sartain be authorized to do with NCR funds whatever the ACPE has
done with the organization’s funds in relation to the FCPE.

Secondedyy Bob Petite angassed

Meeting was adjourned at 4:00pm
Respectfully submitted,
Janet Labrecque,
Regional Secretary

Calling home with the Pappy Boisen Fun Run
results wasSpeedy” Holland.
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Meanwhile, the end of the business
meeting was very depressing Romi
Manching (praying?)Mark Mallin-
ger, Sean Mai Jay Hillestad and
Lori Kaufmann , while Mary Ann
Weigd andLinda Campbell were
ready to party. ——»
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